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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Hamden Library’s ‘Big Read’ of Fahrenheit 451 

Offers Slate of Programs


Hamden Public Library recently kicked-off its ‘Big Read’ community reading program with a Read Aloud in the library’s rotunda.  Kayla Edwards, Victoria Lettiero, Emily Jones and Kayana Jones, students at the Hamden Middle School read passages of Ray Bradbury’s seminal work, Fahrenheit 451 chosen for the 2008 Big Read in the Greater New Haven Area.  

The Big Read brings together partners across the country to encourage reading for pleasure and enlightenment. The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) designed to restore reading to the center of American culture. The NEA presents The Big Read in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest. The Big Read - Greater New Haven is co-presented by The International Festival of Arts & Ideas and the Connecticut Library Consortium. Hamden Public Library's Big Read participation is co-sponsored by the Friends of the Hamden Library. The Greater New Haven area is one of 127 communities nationwide participating in The Big Read from January-June 2008. 

During May, the Hamden Libraries will present a full calendar of events for both adults and children related to the Big Read.  On Tuesday, May 13, Professor Leonard Engle, English Department Chair at Quinnipiac University will lead a discussion entitled “Reading Fahrenheit 451 in the 21st Century, at 7 p.m. in the Miller Library Friends’ Room.  Francois Truffaut’s 1966 classic film version of the book starring Julie Christie will be shown at the Senior Center on Wednesday, May 14 at 1 p.m.  Hamden resident, Mike McCabe who serves as Director of Information Technology at Foote School, will lead  a “Tech Talk” exploring developments in reading technology and the future of the book on Tuesday, May 27 at 7 p.m. in the Friends’ Room.  Whitneyville Branch Library at 125 Carleton Street will have an informal discussion of the book and it’s themes facilitated by library staff trained at New Haven’s Community Mediation Center on Thursday, May 29 at 3 p.m.  Brundage-Community Branch Library at 91 Circular Avenue will feature Jerry Craft’s Cartooning Workshop as a P.A.C.K. family event on Thursday, May 22 at 6 p.m.  
Multiple copies of the book in both English and Spanish and in talking book format along with Reader’s Guides, a DVD of the Truffaut film and critical interpretations of the book are available at all three library branches. For further information, call 287-2680.
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